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H. Kent Baker, Gary Powell : Understanding Financial Management: A Practical Guide  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Understanding Financial Management: A 
Practical Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good book on financial mgmt for MBA classBy The Helpful 
DadThis is actually a good book. I'm using it for a financial mgmt class in my MBA program and I've enjoyed reading 
it. The writing style is good, the concepts are taught with clarity, and examples are applicable. I'd recommend it0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Good Financial BookBy L. WaughThis book was used in my MBA 
Finance class and it did a great job of explaining some rather confusing financial topics. Good book overall.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Review for Baker and PowellBy Andrew S. MarshallFrom a student's 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001GQ32NY


perspective, the financial text, Understanding Financial Management: A Practical Guide, by Professors Baker and 
Powell, is an exceptionally well-charted foray into the abstract, imposing, and complex world of finance and capital 
budgeting. The authors have deconstructed the material into its components by chapter, and give their students the 
opportunity to master each (through included Practice Concepts and Problems) before moving on to the next. Finally, 
they re-assemble each chapter seamlessly into an integrated whole, with almost surprising suddenness and 
simplicity.The text is written with exceeding clarity, provides an ample supply of in-stride practice problems with step-
by-step solutions, and balances content perfectly with calculation. Refreshingly, the authors also take the time to 
explain alternative theories where applicable, and then explain why they recommend their proposed methods. Indeed, 
there are no discernible hints of an agenda in the text; the authors clearly desire only to provide the best possible 
instruction to their readers, and they do so wonderfully. I highly recommend this book for any student desiring a basic, 
but complete, understanding of finance and its relation to corporate budgeting strategy.

Designed for those who want to gain an understanding of the fundamental concepts and techniques used in financial 
management. An underlying premise of the book is that the objective of the firm is to maximize value or wealth. 
Drawing on a wealth of experience in the academic and professional worlds, the authors discuss how firms can 
accomplish this objective by making appropriate investment and financing decisions. Bridging the gap between 
financial theory and practice, the authors present fundamental concepts in an intuitive and nontechnical way, and 
provide numerous practical financial tips to readers. The focus is on current practice, using results from recent surveys 
to show the most popular techniques and approaches used by financial managers today. A range of instructorrsquo;s 
resources are available at the accompanying website. Visit www.blackwellpublishing.com/baker for full details.

From the Back CoverDesigned for those who want to gain an understanding of the fundamental concepts and 
techniques used in financial management. An underlying premise of the book is that the objective of the firm is to 
maximize value or wealth. Drawing on a wealth of experience in the academic and professional worlds, the authors 
discuss how firms can accomplish this objective by making appropriate investment and financing decisions. Bridging 
the gap between financial theory and practice, the authors present fundamental concepts in an intuitive and 
nontechnical way, and provide numerous practical financial tips to readers. The focus is on current practice, using 
results from recent surveys to show the most popular techniques and approaches used by financial managers today.A 
range of instructor's resources are available at the accompanying website. Visit www.blackwellpublishing.com/baker 
for full details.About the AuthorH. Kent Baker, University Professor of Finance, is the author of more than 150 
articles for academic and professional journals including the Journal of Finance, Financial Management, The Financial 
, Journal of Financial Research, the Journal of Economics and Business, Harvard Business and many others. Gary E. 
Powell is an Associate Professor of Finance at Towson University. 


