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From University of Illinois Press : Transforming Places: Lessons from Appalachia  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Transforming Places: Lessons from Appalachia: 

In this era of globalization's ruthless deracination, place attachments have become increasingly salient in collective 
mobilizations across the spectrum of politics. Like place-based activists in other resource-rich yet impoverished 
regions across the globe, Appalachians are contesting economic injustice, environmental degradation, and the anti-
democratic power of elites. This collection of seventeen original essays by scholars and activists from a variety of 
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backgrounds explores this wide range of oppositional politics, querying its successes, limitations, and impacts. The 
editors' critical introduction and conclusion integrate theories of place and space with analyses of organizations and 
events discussed by contributors. Transforming Places illuminates widely relevant lessons about building coalitions 
and movements with sufficient strength to challenge corporate-driven globalization.


