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Mark Pelling : The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural Disastersand Social Resilience before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural Disasters and
Socia Resilience:

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good Textbook for the Lazy ProfessorBy Francesca VanderbiltThis
isagood textbook for an advanced undergraduate class or a graduate seminar--lots of helpful facts, plenty of
information to stimulate in-class discussion.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008FZ0TCG

When disaster strikesin cities the effects can be catastrophic compared to other environments. But what factors
actually determine the vulnerability or resilience of cities? The Vulnerability of Citiesfillsavital gap in disaster
studies by examining the too-often overlooked impact of disasters on cities, the conditions leading to high losses from
urban disasters and why some households and communities withstand disaster more effectively than others. Mark
Pelling takes afresh look at the literature on disasters and urbanization in light of recent catastrophes. He presents
three detailed studies of citiesin the global South, drawn from countries with contrasting political and developmental
contexts: Bridgetown, Barbados - aliberal democracy; Georgetown, Guyana - a post socialist-state; and Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic - an authoritarian state in democratic transition. This book demonstrates that
strengthening local capacity - through appropriate housing, disaster-preparedness, infrastructure and livelihoods - is
crucial to improving civic resilience to disasters. Equally important are strong partnerships between local community-
based organizations, external non-governmental and governmental organizations, public and private sectors and
between city and national government. The author highlights and discusses these best practices for handling urban
disasters.With rapid urbanization across the globe, this book is a must-read for professionals, policy-makers, students
and researchersin disaster management, urban development and planning, transport planning, architecture, social
studies and earth sciences.

'An ambitious book.' Open House International "This thought-provoking book can be seen as afoundation stone for a
new research agenda.' Journal of International Development 'Pelling has provided another compelling argument
against the naturalness of natural disasters...a study that is both comprehensive in its review of theory, varied in its
selection of case studies, and concise in their representation on the printed page..' The Geographical Journal ‘A
valuable addition to the natural hazard literature." Geographical Association '...awelcome addition to the literature on
urban disaster' Journal of Environmental Planning and Management May 2004 '...areadable and rewarding book that
should prove as genuinely useful to those working in disaster preparedness as to academics' Journal of Environmental
Planning and Management May 2004About the AuthorMark Pelling has worked as a L ecturer at the University of
Guyana and as a Research Fellow at the University of Liverpool where heis currently a Lecturer in human Geography.



