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Michael Kort : The Soviet Colossus: History and Aftermath  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Soviet Colossus: History and Aftermath: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great book.By DwightI love the details and the historical accuracy 
in this book. It has helped me a lot especially for those who are taking the DSST exam. If you like pictures, I would 
check out the "Faces of a Nation: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union, 1917-1991" but don't rely on that book alone 
as it is not as detailed compared to this but you can check out (if you like pictures with details) "Just the Facts: World 
History: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union" DVD. Best of luck!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
5 stars for this babyBy HarmoniousBravo Mr. Kort! This was a delightful book to read. This book is accessible to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00R6BG3IE


everyone without it having been watered down. The sentences are clear and elegant; I was able to read effortlessly 
throughout the whole text. I did not detect any biases from the author and he seemed fair and accurate all the way 
through. Factually, the book is in sync with other books with related or similar subjects that I have happened to read. I 
bought a copy of the 5th edition (2001) and I wonder if it is still being updated. The story is riveting. Michael Kort 
rendered a masterpiece with this book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. THE Definitive GuideBy 
Christopher A. LeachIf you need a comprehensive overview of the tsarist Russia/Soviet Union/post-collapse Russia, 
from pre-revolutionary foment to Putin's return to authoritarianism, this is the book for you. Kort is poignant, lively 
and always informative. You will want to tag this book and keep it readily handy in your library.

The twentieth century was not kind to Russia. Despite its great potential and remarkable achievements, the country 
also bore the weight of two world wars, a revolution and civil war, totalitarian tyranny, famine and ecological 
destruction, economic ruin, and imperial decline. Will Russia ever be prosperous, peaceful, and free? Seeking clues in 
the past, Michael Kort revisits earlier turning points in Russia's history--from the fall of the old regime to the 
establishment of the Bolshevik dictatorship and Stalinist totalitarianism; from the reforms and counter-reforms of 
Khrushchev and Brezhnev to the tumultuous years of change under Gorbachev and Yeltsin. Which strands of Russia's 
past is their successor, Vladimir Putin, weaving into the fabric of the present, and which are being allowed to fade, for 
better or worse? This new edition of The Soviet Colossus brings the story up through the first decade of the twenty-
first century. Distinctively readable, judicious, and focused on critical events and questions, it integrates new 
revelations about the Soviet past and ongoing debates about the Soviet regime as well as its successor. It is the ideal 
text for as one semester history course or background for a political science course.


