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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rise of Africa's
Middle Class: Myths, Redlities and Critical Engagements (Africa Now):

Across Africa, aburgeoning middle class has become the poster child for the 'Africarising' narrative. Ambitious,
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aspirational and increasingly affluent, this group is said to embody the values and hopes of the new Africa, with
international bodies ranging from the United Nations Development Programme to the World Bank regarding them as
important agents of both economic development and democratic change. This narrative, however, obscures the
complex and often ambiguous role that this group actually playsin African societies.Bringing together economists,
political scientists, anthropol ogists and devel opment experts, and spanning a variety of case studies from across the
continent, this collection provides a much-needed corrective to the received wisdom within development circles, and
provides afresh perspective on social transformations in contemporary Africa



