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Josiah Ober : The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient World)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rise and Fall of Classical 
Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient World): 

50 of 54 people found the following review helpful. History by the numbersBy j a haverstickI was a classics major and 
taught Greek philosophy most of my life - off and on. If I read two books a year on the Greeks, that would be a 
hundred plus over the last half century. Sometimes I think, well, whatrsquo;s left to learn?, maybe I should switch to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00UW1J43G


modern novels. This book, however, was a really informative read.Ober writes that he he is using ldquo;modern 
toolsrdquo; to examine the classical efflorescence. Indeed. You will find all the buzz words of the last 30 years in this 
book. You will find our old friend E O Wilson, of course, game theory and all itrsquo;s application to human society 
and (I myself strongly demur) the default of rational decider economic theoryEspecially interesting to me as a 
beekeeper and hymenopteraphiliac was the early dependence on lateral organization among the social insects (ants, in 
this example). This work is truly insightful and is changing our constructs in many fields, including neuroscience. Ants 
at Work, is the study quoted, but I would suggest the more recent Honeybee Democracy. Bit of a digression, I guess, 
but also an excellent example of how Ober deploys "modern tools" in his book. I do think applying this model of 
social organization is a new and interesting take on the organization of the polis. The theme is dropped after the first 
quarter of the book.There are graphs and charts throughout the book , in addition to other things giving detailed 
information on the size and rankings of the polies recently compiled which give the classics student a much need 
context to the usual Athen=Greece perspective. Syracuse is well covered, another unusual feature. Modern 
measurements are used to attempt to quantify the actual ldquo;materialrdquo; achievements of the life style during the 
classical period, helping us understand the common claim that the Greeks reached a standard of living not re-achieved 
for several millennia.I should note, there seems to be a school developing in the classics department at Stanford. I 
(coincidentally) read this book after Foragers, Farmers and Fossil Fuel to which this book refers and which I would 
also recommend.When the classics are, they say, declining along with the liberal arts in general, Irsquo;m amazed at 
how much good stuff continues to be published. This book is not just good stuff, however, it is essential reading for 
classicists and students and history buffs in general.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable 
Historical /Economic ContextBy S. MatthiasI teach Greek literature on the university level and this work was 
invaluable for putting into historical/economic context works ranging from Homer, to the 5th century tragedians, to 
Plato. Some reviewers here at seem to consider the book dry, but I actually couldn't put it down. In addition, it 
provided insight on contemporary economic theory.2 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Ancient 
efflorescences unmatched until modern worldBy Michael BoyajianThe author uses modern history, social science and 
economics to provide insights into the rise and fall of classical Greece particularly it's efflorescences that were 
unmatched until modern times.

Lord Byron described Greece as great, fallen, and immortal, a characterization more apt than he knew. Through most 
of its long history, Greece was poor. But in the classical era, Greece was densely populated and highly urbanized. 
Many surprisingly healthy Greeks lived in remarkably big houses and worked for high wages at specialized 
occupations. Middle-class spending drove sustained economic growth and classical wealth produced a stunning 
cultural efflorescence lasting hundreds of years.Why did Greece reach such heights in the classical periodmdash;and 
why only then? And how, after "the Greek miracle" had endured for centuries, did the Macedonians defeat the Greeks, 
seemingly bringing an end to their glory? Drawing on a massive body of newly available data and employing novel 
approaches to evidence, Josiah Ober offers a major new history of classical Greece and an unprecedented account of 
its rise and fall.Ober argues that Greece's rise was no miracle but rather the result of political breakthroughs and 
economic development. The extraordinary emergence of citizen-centered city-states transformed Greece into a society 
that defeated the mighty Persian Empire. Yet Philip and Alexander of Macedon were able to beat the Greeks in the 
Battle of Chaeronea in 338 BCE, a victory made possible by the Macedonians' appropriation of Greek innovations. 
After Alexander's death, battle-hardened warlords fought ruthlessly over the remnants of his empire. But Greek cities 
remained populous and wealthy, their economy and culture surviving to be passed on to the Romansmdash;and to us.A 
compelling narrative filled with uncanny modern parallels, this is a book for anyone interested in how great 
civilizations are born and die.This book is based on evidence available on a new interactive website. To learn more, 
please visit: http://polis.stanford.edu/.

Winner of the 2016 Douglass C. North Research Award, Society for Institutional and Organizational Economics 
(SIOE)Shortlisted for the 2016 Ralph Waldo Emerson Award, Phi Beta Kappa SocietyOne of Flavorwirersquo;s 10 
Must-Read Academic Books for 2015One of HistoryBuff.comrsquo;s 10 Canrsquo;t-Miss History Books of 
2015"Superb."--Armand Marie Leroi, New York Times"In the late fourth century B.C., Aristotle and his students 
collected the constitutions of more than 150 [hellip;] city-states. The scholar who would today follow in Aristotle's 
footsteps has to deal with a far more formidable mass of data. Few of today's scholars control more of this data, or 
write about it more insightfully, than Josiah Ober. [T]hose willing to put in the effort will learn much from the deep 
meditations of an expert historian and political philosopher."--James Romm, Wall Street Journal"[T]his could turn out 
to be Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire for classical Greece."--Jonathan Sturgeon, Flavorwire"Ober 
marshals a wealth of new data to make the case for a much different view of Greek history . . . there was something 
distinct about the Greek world, he argues. What set the Greeks apart, he says, was their choice of a particular kind of 
order--and the cultural attitudes that went with it. Citizen self-government. Equality of standing among persons. Fair 
and open institutions. These ideas, unusual in history, were well developed in the Greek world, Ober notes. If we care 



about them, he says, we should pay attention."--Marc Parry, Chronicle of Higher Education"[Obersup1;s] central 
argument is that the achievements of Greek civilization were rooted in its prosperity, and that was the result of a rough 
economic and political equality. . . . [He] ranges over a half millennium of Greek history, from the 8th to the 3rd 
centuries BCE, seeking the roots of Greek "efflorescence"--its material and cultural flourishing. . . . [The Rise and Fall 
of Classical Greece] is rife with parallels to the present."--Brian Bethune, Macleans"An attractive, informative, and 
timely picture of Greece from Homer to Aristotle. . . . It's an absorbing story full of excitement, drama and hope."--
Evaggelos Valiantos, Huffington Post"A sharp and insightful economic history."--Daisy Dunn, History Today[The 
Rise and Fall of Classical Greece] is by far [Ober's] most ambitious work to date, a magisterial tour of the successes 
and failures of various city-states throughout the Greek world from the archaic through the Hellenistic periods. . . . The 
thrust of the book is not just provocative but persuasive."--Adriaan Lanni, The New Rambler"This book is a 
groundbreaking examination of what Ober (political science, Stanford) calls the lsquo;efflorescence' of ancient 
Greece, which, divided into some 1,100 city-states as it was, developed a unified, dominant culture."--Choice"His 
narrative history of Greek efflorescence is engaging and full of insights."--Richard Seaford, Literary "A thought-
provoking book with great depth. As the great political theorists of the modern era have always known, the ancient 
Greek experience provides immense empirical material to mine for insights into political science: how we design rules 
of politics to secure human freedom and well-being. We ignore the experience of classical civilization to our own 
disadvantage."--Jason Sorens, The American Conservative"This challenging book is like no other history of the 
ancient world. . . . [Ober] produces some engaging and striking analyses of familiar historical episodes."--American 
Historical "Intriguing. . . . [Y]ou can think of this book as how an economist might think about ancient Greece."--Tyler 
Cowen, Marginal Revolution"[Ober's] work will be of interest to anyone who is serious about the history of political 
economy, or who wants to know more about the relationship between democracy, economic growth, and human 
flourishing, whether in the ancient or modern world. . . . The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece . . . will richly reward a 
serious lay reader. One of its most appealing qualities is its multidisciplinary approach, which is the fruit of Ober's 
extensive and generously acknowledged collaboration with scholars from around the world as well as with his 
Stanford colleagues in a number of fields, including the sciences. In this respect, it points in a direction that future 
humanities scholars will need to go if they, too, wish to flourish."--David Wharton, Weekly Standard"A fresh and 
vigorous account about the roots of democracy."--Brian A. Pavlac, Canadian Journal of History"Important and 
provocative."--Thomas M. Banchich, European LegacyFrom the Back Cover"In this exemplary book, Josiah Ober, 
one of the foremost international authorities on ancient Greek political, economic, and intellectual history, 
persuasively explains why and how ancient Greek communities and individuals managed--and sometimes failed--to 
flourish culturally and materially."--Paul Cartledge, author of The Spartans: The World of the Warrior-Heroes of 
Ancient Greece"This is a groundbreaking book on the ancient world. Displaying the narrative skill of a master 
historian, The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece is must reading."--Barry Strauss, author of The Death of Caesar: The 
Story of History's Greatest Assassination"Remarkable. . . . [The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece] deserves a very 
broad readership in political science across subfields. It brings Greek antiquity into the 21st century."--S. Sara 
Monoson, Perspectives on Politics"An astonishing work. If you want to know what the fuss is about the ancient 
Greeks, this is the book to start with."--John Ma, University of Oxford"This excellent book presents a wealth of new 
evidence on the economic performance of ancient Greece, and how that performance was linked to democratic 
institutions. The data that Ober presents are truly extraordinary. Moreover, the main story is well presented, well 
argued, and thoroughly enjoyable to read."--Robert Fleck, Clemson UniversityAbout the AuthorJosiah Ober is 
professor of political science and classics at Stanford University. His books include Democracy and Knowledge, 
Political Dissent in Democratic Athens, The Athenian Revolution, and Mass and Elite in Democratic Athens (all 
Princeton). 


