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Thomas Malthus : An Essay on the Principle of Population  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised An Essay on the Principle of Population: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A classic text for demography. It is a bit ...By MAGA classic text for 
demography. It is a bit of a hard read and important to keep in mind the situation and time it was wrote in.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. This should be required reading for everyone. This volume ...By Dominic 
RayThis should be required reading for everyone. This volume is not especially fancy but is true to Mathus' originai 
text.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Love or hate, if you have not read it you are ignorantBy R. 
SmithI have been amazed over the years by how many smart people have argued for and against this essay on 
population without their ever having actually read it. It is not what you have heard from these people on both sides of 
it. Read it for yourself. It is inexpensive and short. And since there is a chance that the food tech explosion of the past 
30 years may have run its course to peak, the Heinlein quote "it is never safe to laugh at Dr. Malthus, he always has 
the last laugh" may be truer now than it was in 1966.Or don't read it... watch Swamp People instead.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00EIK4MT8


Thomas Robert Malthus is best known for his work, An Essay on the Principle of Population. His classic inspired 
numerous political economists and demographists for generations. Heraklion Press has included a linked table of 
contents.

About the AuthorThomas Robert Malthus (1766ndash;1834) was a British scholar, influential in political economy 
and demography. Malthus popularized the economic theory of rent. Malthus has become widely known for his theories 
concerning population and its increase or decrease in response to various factors. The six editions of his An Essay on 
the Principle of Population, published from 1798 to 1826, observed that sooner or later population gets checked by 
famine and disease. He wrote in opposition to the popular view in 18th-century Europe that saw society as improving 
and in principle as perfectible. William Godwin and the Marquis de Condorcet, for example, believed in the possibility 
of almost limitless improvement of society. So, in a more complex way, did Jean-Jacques Rousseau, whose notions 
centered on the goodness of man and the liberty of citizens bound only by the socia1 contract - a form of popular 
sovereignty. Malthus thought that the dangers of population growth would preclude endless progress towards a utopian 
society: "The power of population is indefinitely greater than the power in the earth to produce subsistence for man".] 
As an Anglican clergyman, Malthus saw this situation as divinely imposed to teach virtuous behavior. Malthus placed 
the longer-term stability of the economy above short-term expediency. He criticized the Poor Laws and (alone among 
important contemporary economists) supported the Corn Laws, which introduced a system of taxes on British imports 
of wheat. He thought these measures would encourage domestic production, and so promote long-term benefits. 
Malthus became hugely influential, and controversial, in economic, political, social and scientific thought. Many of 
those whom subsequent centuries term evolutionary biologists read him, notably Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel 
Wallace, for each of whom Malthusianism became an intellectual stepping-stone to the idea of natural selection. 
Malthus remains a writer of great significance and controversy. 


