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Ivan T. Berend : An Economic History of Twentieth-Century Europe: Economic Regimes from Laissez-Faire to 
Globalization  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An 
Economic History of Twentieth-Century Europe: Economic Regimes from Laissez-Faire to Globalization: 

This new edition of Ivan Berend's leading overview of economic regimes and economic performance from the start of 
the twentieth century to the present is fully updated to incorporate recent events, including the causes and impacts of 
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the 2008 financial-economic crisis. Praised for its clear prose and uncluttered analytical style as well as its use of 
illustrative case studies, this is an integrated, comparative account of European economic development from the 
evolution of capitalism to the fascist and communist regimes and their collapse, and Europe's current economic 
problems. The book examines both successes and failures in responding to the challenges of this crisis-ridden but 
highly-successful age. It introduces the main factors behind economic growth and the various economic regimes that 
were invented and trialled. It shows how the vast disparity which had existed between the European regions started 
gradually decreasing as a result of increased integration.

"An Economic History of Twentieth-Century Europe represents a tour de force that only a scholar with the broad 
intellectual interests, ambition, and experience of Professor Berend could have undertaken. The twentieth century 
appears as a long and dramatic journey between two globalization episodes in which dramatic social experiments were 
carried out and material progress and well-being reached the highest levels ever." Leandro Prados-de-la-Escosura, 
Charles III University of Madrid"This revised and updated edition of an already classic book takes the reader through 
to Europe's best and worst of all centuries. Unprecedented wealth and unprecedented barbarity are put into an 
economic perspective, against a broad intellectual and institutional background. A must-read at a critical juncture of 
Europe's history." Gianni Toniolo, Guido Carli Free International University for Social StudiesAbout the 
AuthorProfessor Ivan T. Berend is the author of more than thirty books, many of which have been translated and 
published all over the world. His first edition of An Economic History of Europe was published in thirteen countries. 
Berend's life experience has helped him to understand twentieth-century European history. He was born and lived 
under the authoritarian Horthy regime in Hungary, survived the Nazi concentration camp in Dachau and experienced 
the communist regime in post-war Hungary, as well as working on its reform and regime change. He also chaired the 
committee that worked out the first privatization and marketization plan for Hungary in 1989. He has 66 years 
teaching experience in Hungary, Britain and the United States and was a fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. He is 
also a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the British Academy, the Academia Europea, the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences, the Hungarian and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, as well as being an honorary 
doctor of Glasgow University, St John's University (USA), and Janus Pannonius University (Hungary). In 2005, 
Berend received the Gold Medal of the German Suedosteuropa Gesellshaft for life-time achievement in research on 
Southeast Europe. 


