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Norman John Greville Pounds : An Economic History of Medieval Europe  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Economic History of Medieval Europe: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A new perspective on historyBy De ValkThis book discusses the 
period between the end of Roman empire and the Renaissance both as a chronological process and as a series of foci 
on topics as commerce, manufacturing and population. My reason for warmly recommending this book is that it gives 
an insight into important developments in the middle ages, for example the role of the monasteries as a kind of early 
multinationals was an eye opener for me. An other reason is that it explains patterns you can see in present day 
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Europe. The way towns were founded in the 12th and 13th century explains a lot of the spacing of the cities you see 
today. The development of the plough gives insight in why what parts of the countryside were populated.etc. The list 
is endless.For me it meant the opening up of a whole new field of interest; economic history. Recommended, also for 
Americans visiting Europe, who really want to understand what they see in Italy, France and Flanders to mention a 
few countries. Walking through Troyes is a different experience if you have read this book. For the English centred 
there is a drawback, for an English book England is relatively sparcely mentioned. The book is well written and has a 
pleasant style.

A clear and readable account of the development of the European economy and its infrastructure from the second 
century to 1500. Professor Pounds provides a balanced view of the many controversies within the subject, and he has a 
particular gift for bringing a human dimension to its technicalities. He deals with continental Europe as a whole, 
including an unusually rich treatment of Eastern Europe. For this welcome new edition -- the first in twenty years -- 
text and bibliography have been reworked and updated throughout, and the book redesigned and reset.

`...a full and clearly written survey...Professor Pounds explains complex subjects, such as bills of exchange, medieval 
money, or the peasant family, with admirable clarity'. The Times Literary SupplementFrom the Back CoverThis 
straightforward, clear and very approachable account of the development of the European economy and its 
infrastructure from the second century to 1500 has been deservedly popular with students and general readers alike 
since it was first publishes some twenty years ago. 


