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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very readable introduction to the periodBy The History ClubA
very readable introduction to the period. Thisisreally the strong point of the book - it's an enjoyable read and a good
general introduction. But it does lack detail in areas that call for it (such as how the Soviets perceived and reacted to
the US). The author seemsto dismiss the importance of Eisenhower while being very forgiving of Kennedy. The
author does agood job of balancing domestic and international history and doesn't favor either. This might be why |
enjoyed the sections about LBJ. Thisisworth reading if you're new to the period and understand its limitations. The
author is atalented communicator.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy DragonriderVery
insightful asto who actually calls the shots...1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. dense at times but
interestingBy megthe author really goesinto detail of some events (watergate, expanding suburbia, etc.) but skips over
afew partsin history (women's movement had 3 paragraphs). i think the book aimsto tell people about lesser known
American history and it does a good job of that. The chapters can be dense but once in awhile there'sarea gemin
there.

A compelling look at the movements and devel opments that propelled Americato world dominancel n this landmark
work, acclaimed historian Joshua Freeman has created an epic portrait of a nation both galvanized by change and
driven by conflict. Beginning in 1945, the economic juggernaut awakened by World War |1 transformed a country
once defined by itsregional character into a uniform and cohesive power and set the stage for the United Statesrsquo;
rise to global dominance. Meanwhile, Freeman locates the profound tragedy that has shaped the path of American
civic life, unfolding how the civil rights and labor movements worked for decades to enlarge the rights of millions of
Americans, only to watch power ultimately slip from individual citizens to private corporations. Moving through
McCarthyism and Vietnam, from the Great Society to Morning in America, Joshua Freemanrsquo;s sweeping story of
a nationrsguo;s rise reveals forces at play that will continue to affect the future role of American influence and might
in the greater world.

"Ambitious and imaginative'nbsp; -- Kirkus s"A supremely intelligent narrative." -- Michael Kazin"Compellingly
readable and often passionate." - The Nation"The best grand synthesis of postwar U.S. history we have." -- Mike
Wallce, Pulitzer-Prize winning coauthor of GothamAbout the AuthorJoshua B. Freeman is a professor of history at
Queens College and the Graduate Center of CUNY . He is the author of Working-Class New Y ork. He livesin New
York City.



