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From University of Virginia Press: America on the Eve of the Civil War before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised America on the Eve of the Civil War:

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Civil DiscussionBy Christian SchlectAn effort to place a modern
day person within the palitics, social mindset, and factual circumstances of 1859 America. The book is not in the
normal history-book format, but instead allows many notable historians to share their thinking on that last year before
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the outbreak of a shattering war. Its genesisis a public conference ably led by Dr. Ayers of the University of
Richmond.| think this book is an excellent start for readers to take on the path to a better understanding of the causes
of our country's great conflict: it should inspire more in depth reading during the coming sesquicentennia observances
of the Civil War.These historians find it more useful to study the Civil War period in terms of politics, economics, and
society rather than in terms of heroic cavalry raids, bold battle plans, or the myth of the Lost Cause. | think if you are
to understand today's United States, you should do likewise.

"This remarkable publication provides a captivating and brilliantly executed series of conversations among seventeen
most impressive historians. These participants in a daylong conference focusing on the extraordinary years leading to
the Civil War provide an incredible range of historical information that is both educational and exciting. Hereisan
opportunity to draw on alively exchange between a substantial number of knowledgeable and entertaining
scholars."mdash;James Oliver Horton, author of Landmarks of African American History



