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Michael Golay : America 1933: The Great Depression, L orena Hickok, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Shaping of
the New Deal before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
America1933: The Great Depression, Lorena Hickok, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Shaping of the New Deal:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Michael C. ChisickNot a bad book but didn't capture
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my interest as much as | thought it might.O of O people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Bill
ProSheds light on a little known part of America's history. Worth the time to read! 0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. America 1933By Katherine DennisVery interesting book. Many insightsinto President and Mrs.
Roosevelt. Great descriptions of the devastation of the depression on people all over the US.

The first account of the remarkabl e eighteen-month journey of Lorena Hickok, intimate friend of Eleanor Roosevelt,
throughout the country during the worst of the Great Depression, bearing witness to the unprecedented ravaged.During
the harshest year of the Great Depression, Lorena Hickok, atop woman news reporter of the day and intimate friend of
Eleanor Roosevelt, was hired by FDRrsquo;s right hand man Harry Hopkins to embark upon a grueling journey to the
hardest hit areas across the country to report back about the degree of devastation. Distinguished historian Michael
Golay draws on atrove of original sourcesmdash;including moving and remarkably intimate almost daily letters
between Hickok and Eleanor Rooseveltmdash;as he re-creates that extraordinary journey. Hickok traveled almost
nonstop for eighteen months, from January 1933 to August 1934, driving through hellish dust storms, rebellion by coal
workers in Pennsylvaniaand West Virginia, and anear revolution by Midwest farmers. A brilliant observer,
Hickokrsguo;s searing and deeply empathetic reports to Hopkins and her letters to Mrs. Roosevelt are an unparalleled
record of the worst economic disaster in the history of the country. Historically important, they crucially influenced
the scope and strategy of the Roosevelt Administrationrsgquo;s unprecedented relief efforts. America 1933 reveals
Hickokrsquo;s pivotal contribution to the policies of the New Deal, and sheds light on her intense but ill-fated
relationship with Eleanor Roosevelt and the forces that inevitably came between them.

From BooklistThough much has been written and speculated about the nature of the personal relationship between
renowned reporter Lorena Hickok and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, Hickokrsquo;s 18-month journey across the
country during the worst period of the Depression, and her subsequent influence on Eleanor and FDRrsquo;s response
to the economic and social crisis, is by far the more fascinating and historically significant story. Unearthing masses of
primary resources, including the daily letters that passed between Lorena and Eleanor, Golay provides an intimate
glimpse into the afflicted heartland as Hickok crisscrossed the nation at the behest of FDR advisor Harry Hopkins. Her
razor-sharp eyewitness accounts of the poverty and the desperation that afflicted ordinary Americans on adaily basis
in 1933 constituted a humanized touchstone for architects of the New Deal still ironing out the specifics of the
unprecedented economic-recovery programs. An invaluable contribution to the scholarship of the era. --Margaret
Flanagan Idquo;[A] masterful re-creationrdquo; (The Miami Herald)ldgquo;Provides an intimate glimpse into the
afflicted heartland as Hickok crisscrossed the nationhellip; An invaluable contribution to the scholarship of the
erardquo; (Booklist)"A moving and memorable account of the impact of the Great Depression.” (Minneapolis Star
Tribune)ldquo;[A] highly detailed, richly referenced portrait.rdquo; (Concord Monitor)ldquo;[A] gripping, painful
account.rdquo; (Kirkuss, Starred )Idquo;Eminently readable and accessible.rdquo; (Hudson Valley News)ldquo;A
gem of narrative history. Michael Golay weaves together Lorena Hickok's beautifully observed field reports for
Roosevelt public works czar, Harry Hopkins, with her moving personal |etters to Eleanor Roosevelt, to give usa
powerful account of the immense human tragedy of the Great Depression. He shines new light on the inventiveness of
the Roosevelt relief efforts and provides an inspiring tale of a government that worked effectively to meet the needs of
its people. This book should be assigned reading for the Obama White House and for all those in Congress who stand
in the way of the president's efforts to lead us through our own challenging times.rdquo; (Ellen Chesler, Senior Fellow
at the Roosevelt Institute and author of Woman of Valor)ldquo;During Lorena Hickokrsquo;s harrowing journey
among angry farmers, defeated miners, and frightened shop owners, a desperate old woman took her arm and
whispered: |squo;Donrsguo;t forget me, honey. Donrsguo;t forget me.rsquo; No one who reads America 1933 will
forget her or the rest of them. There may be no finer documentary account of the Great Depressionmdash;not only the
material deprivation but the psychic costs.rdquo; (James Tobin, author of Ernie Pylersquo;s War: American
Eyewitness to World War |1)Idquo;A vivid and event-filled snapshot of a pivotal year during some of the darkest days
in U.S. history. With fluid and affecting prose, Golay |ooks at the role Eleanor Roosevelt and her intimate friend
Lorena Hickok played in hel ping shape some of the most important aspects of FDRrsquo;s New Deal. America 1933
offers historical delights, outsized characters, wonderful vignettes, two seductive central characters, and afeeling that
you are really seeing Americaas it was then. It is particularly resonant as the country once again tries to emerge from
aprofound economic crisis and its concomitant social unease.rdquo; (Amy Wilentz, author of Farewell, Fred

V oodoo)About the AuthorMichael Golay teaches history at Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, New Hampshire. Heis
the author of a number of books, including A Ruined Land: The End of the Civil War, afinalist for the Lincoln Prize
in American History, The Tide of Empire: Americarsgquo;s March to the Pacific, and Critical Companion to William
Faulkner. He livesin Exeter and Old Lyme, Connecticut.



