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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Research Book.By double dGreat research on the 
manufacturing and agricultural South during the Civil War. Well research and well written by a Historian known for 
his detailed research on American history and Agriculture.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. How food 
affected the civil warBy E.P. McLeanGood solidly researched book on how agriculture in the Confederacy broke 
down under the pressure of war and economics. The way that Northern advances complicated the problem is well 
done. The long term affects are briefly covered, but are very interesting. Is harmed by the author's habit of filling the 
text with endless comparisons of the prices for various products. Would have been more effective to summarize in the 
text and put the details in footnotes or appendix.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Well doneBy 
CustomerWell researched, well written book. I'm a history buff and am always looking for a book that makes me sit up 
and take notice. This book was that. I thoroughly enjoyed the obvious time and effort the author put into putting this 
together. When a scholar shares his/her knowledge in an accessible way, it's a true gift. Enthusiastic five stars.

In this comprehensive history, R. Douglas Hurt traces the decline and fall of agriculture in the Confederate States of 
America. The backbone of the southern economy, agriculture was a source of power that southerners believed would 
ensure their independence. But, season by season and year by year, Hurt convincingly shows how the disintegration of 
southern agriculture led to the decline of the Confederacy's military, economic, and political power. He examines 
regional variations in the Eastern and Western Confederacy, linking the fates of individual crops and different modes 
of farming and planting to the wider story. After a dismal harvest in late 1864, southerners--faced with hunger and 
privation throughout the region--ransacked farms in the Shenandoah Valley and pillaged plantations in the Carolinas 
and the Mississippi Delta, they finally realized that their agricultural power, and their government itself, had failed. 
Hurt shows how this ultimate lost harvest had repercussions that lasted well beyond the end of the Civil 
War.Assessing agriculture in its economic, political, social, and environmental contexts, Hurt sheds new light on the 
fate of the Confederacy from the optimism of secession to the reality of collapse.


