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A comparative study which describes and analyses the contribution of agriculture to the economies of East Asia. Until 
now, little attention has been paid to the agricultural sector which actually underpins industrial and commercial 
development. Recently, this sector has become the focus of increasingly bitter economic disputes, especially over 
protection and the use of import tariffs. A comparative framework is used, employing case studies from Japan, Taiwan 
and South Korea to highlight both the common characteristics of agriculture's role in East Asian development, and 
features particular to the political economy of agriculture in each country.


