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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Agrarian
Environments: Resources, Representations, and Rule in India:

Agrarian Environments questions the dichotomies that have structured earlier analyses of environmental processesin
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Indiaand offers anew way of looking at the relationship between agrarian transformation and environmental change.
The contributors claim that attempts to explain environmental conflictsin terms of the local versus the global,
indigenous versus outsiders, women versus men, or the community versus the market or state obscure vital dynamics
of mobilization and organization that critically influence thought and policy. Editors Arun Agrawal and K.
Sivaramakrishnan claim that rural social change in India cannot be understood without exploring how environmental
changes articul ate major aspects of agrarian transformationsmdash;technological, cultural, and politicalmdash;in the
last two centuries. In order to examine these issues, they have reached beyond the confines of single disciplinary
allegiances or methodological loyalties to bring together anthropol ogists, historians, political scientists, geographers,
and environmental scientists who are significantly informed by interdisciplinary research. Drawing on extensive field
and archival research, the contributors demonstrate the powerful political implications of blurring the boundaries
between dichotomous cultural representations, combine conceptual analyses with specific case studies, and look at
why competing powers chose to emphasize particular representations of land use or social relations. By providing a
more textured analysis of how categories emerge and change, this work offers the possibility of creating crucial
alliances across populations that have historically been assumed to lack mutual goals. Agrarian Environments will be
valuable to those in political science, Asian studies, and environmental studies.Contributors. Arun Agrawal, Mark
Baker, Molly Chattopadhyaya, Vinay Gidwani, Sumit Guha, Shubhra Gururani, Cecile Jackson, David Ludden,
Haripriya Rangan, Paul Robbins, Vasant Saberwal, James C. Scott, K. Sivaramakrishnan, Ajay Skaria, Jennifer
Springer, Darren Zook

Idquo;[ T]he chaptersin this book are very cogently argued, and combine to create a coherent whole. They raise
important questions, relevant not only to India but also to many other countries in the world.rdquo; - Wolfgang
Hoeschele, International Politics



