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Jack Beatty : Ageof Betrayal before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Age of Betrayal:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beatty's critique resonates in today's new Gilded AgeBy Craig R.
MccormickThisis agreat history about the betrayal of democracy that erased the demacratic advances (emancipation,
13th-16th Amendments, Reconstruction) that the U.S. earned through the Civil War and up to 1877, when Congress
conceded the country to the wealthy corporations and unabashedly accepted payment for it. Beatty meets every
requirement of academic historians, including the use of awide variety of primary and secondary sources, a cogent
analysis of historical forces, and the development of a consistent theme throughout the period of 1865 and 1900, when
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Congress and the the Executive essentially betrayed all but the wealthiest in America. His critique of the hegemonic
powers of the narrowing group of oligarchs during the Gilded Ageisincisive and refreshingly unapologetic. A small
number of Americans cheated their way to power and wealth, and that pattern has returned to visibility of late. As
such, Beatty's book resonates disturbingly during this campaign season of 2012.2 of 2 people found the following
review helpful. A must readBy Emanuel Barling, Jr.In these troubled times, no book provides a better explanation of
why thisis now the "Corporate Robber Baron" period by comparing he actions of the Robber Barons from 1865 to
1900 and explaining why unbridled capitalism is so dangerous to our country without anti-trust laws.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. The People's PartyBy safetybizWithin the "Gilded Age" (post Civil War; 1800s)
there was a very impressive educational movement called the People's Party which sought to remedy the gullible and
exploited with solid (non-political) information. Armed with facts, their success was chronicled and ultimate failure
explained in detail; IMHO, this book might be considered required reading in entirety so that one might have the
breadth and scope of what we may be dealing with today.

Age of Betrayal is a brilliant reconsideration of Americasfirst Gilded Age, when war-born dreams of freedom and
democracy died of their impossibility. Focusing on the alliance between government and railroads forged by bribes
and campaign contributions, Jack Beatty details the corruption of American political culture that, in the words of
Rutherford B. Hayes, transformed |dquo;a government of the people, by the people, and for the peoplerdquo; into
Idguo;a government by the corporations, of the corporations, and for the corporations.rdquo; A passionate, gripping,
scandal ous and sorrowing history of the triumph of wealth over commonwealth.From the Trade Paperback edition.



