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(African Issues):

Africaissaid to berising, turning a definitive pagein its history, heralding new and exciting possibilities for the
continent. This discourse maintains that with upsurge in economic growth comes improved governance and
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endogenous dynamics; that the emerging economies, and especially the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India China, South
Africa], have been instrumental in diversifying Africasinternational relations, perhaps leading to aradical changein
the global order, favourable to the developing world. But to what extent is this true, and how deep and how broad has
been the impact on societyat large? This book takes a critical look at the prevalent Africa Rising discourse, and
explores the nature and implications of Africa's"rise" and the role that the BRICS have played in it. Theauthor argues
that Africa has still to undergo any structural transformation; that there is strong evidence that deindustrialisation and
jobless growth have accompanied the upsurge of interest in thecontinent; and that far from making aradical turninits
developmental trgjectory, Africais being pushed into the resource corner as commaodity exporters, to the North (and
now, the BRICS) with little scope for industrial progress or skills advancement. Hope that the BRICS might offer an
alternative to the extant neoliberal order are misplaced, for the BRICS have a stake in maintaining the current global
unequality. Africamust therefore fashion its own independent path - while the emerging economies will be important,
relying on external actors may simply reproduce anew the current state ofunderdevelopment. lan Taylor is Professor in
International Relations and African Politics, University of St Andrews; Chair Professor, Renmin, University of Ching;
Professor Extraordinary, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa; Honorary Professor, Institute of African Studies,
Zhegjiang Normal University, China; and a Visiting Scholar at Mbarara University of Science and Technology, Uganda.

For scholars who enjoy the international lens and large-scale statistics to understand the economic health of aregion,
this book is a respectable addition to that conversation. It is also a refreshing examination and nod to the relevance of
the relationships between countries in the global South. AFRICAN STUDIES QUARTERLY AfricaRising?isafresh
and well-argued book on Africa's changing international relations with the leading voices of the Global South. Itis
fundamental reading for a general public, and a'must’ for those who want to understand Africa's potential future.
JOURNAL OF MODERN AFRICAN STUDIES For scholars who enjoy the international lens and large-scale
statistics to understand the economic health of aregion, this book is a respectable addition to that conversation. Itis
also arefreshing examination and nod to the relevance of the rel ationships between countries in the global South.
AFRICAN STUDIES QUARTERLY About the Authorlan Taylor is Professor in International Relations and African
Politics, University of St Andrews; Chair Professor, Renmin, University of China; Professor Extraordinary, University
of Stellenbosch, South Africa; Honorary Professor, Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University, Ching;
and a Visiting Scholar at Mbarara University of Science and Technology, Uganda.



