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Neil Carrier, Gernot Klantschnig : Africa and the War on Drugs (African Arguments)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Africa and the War on Drugs (African 
Arguments): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A unique perspective on the effects of 'drugs' in AfricaBy Georges 
C. EkwensiOftentimes when we think of drugs we think of all the negative connotations that have been associated 
with the term over the past century or so. However, many drugsmdash;particularly soft drugs such as cannabis and 
khatmdash;bring economic prosperity and social inclusions to a number of people on the African continent. It's time to 
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think about whether it is drugs or drug policy that has more of a negative effect on economic growth, social stability 
and development in Africa. This book serves as a great primer to answering that question.Much of the legislation on 
drugs was set up by colonial administrations which had vested interests in keeping their colonies economically 
dependent upon them. Is it any wonder that cannabis which grows naturally potent in the climate of Africa and has no 
documented deaths in its thousands of years of cultivation was made illegal whereas tobacco and 
alcoholmdash;commonly abused substances in the West for centuries which indirectly or directly cause hundreds of 
thousands of deaths annuallymdash;were not? It's time to look at these laws and see who is benefiting and who is 
being harmed.

Nigerian drug lords in UK prisons, khat-chewing Somali pirates hijacking Western ships, crystal meth-smoking gangs 
controlling South Africa's streets, and narco-traffickers corrupting the state in Guinea-Bissau: these are some of the 
vivid images surrounding drugs in Africa which have alarmed policymakers, academics and the general public in 
recent years. In this revealing and original book, the authors weave these aspects into a provocative argument about 
Africa's role in the global trade and control of drugs. In doing so, they show how foreign-inspired policies have failed 
to help African drug users but have strengthened the role of corrupt and brutal law enforcement officers, who are 
tasked with halting the export of heroin and cocaine to European and American consumer markets.A vital book on an 
overlooked front of the so-called war on drugs.

ldquo;Africa and the War on Drugs challenges .nbsp; . . prevalent portrayals of Africa as being in jeopardy due to its 
new position as a transshipment port for Europe-bound drugs. The authors question contemporary Western views that 
treat drug use as a recent phenomenon in Africa and depict the drug trade as detrimental to Africarsquo;s economic 
development. They also criticize Western approaches to drug control. . . . [The] work stands not only as an academic 
piece but also an informational kit for international agencies and stakeholders in the anti-drug campaign.rdquo; nbsp; 


