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Billy Yeargin : A History of Burley Tobacco in East Tennessee Western North Carolina  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of Burley Tobacco in East 
Tennessee Western North Carolina: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. .By CustomerI ordered the book because I live in the area and my 
family was one of the early growers of tobacco. It was well written and the author certainly had done his research 
about the individuals he mentioned. It is historical factual and gives a detailed picture of how important tobacco was to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00XZPQM90


the farmers and mountain people of East Tennessee. The individuals he chose to tell the "Tobacco" story were chosen 
because only they could tell the true facts about it's impact on their lives.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy Bobbi's Booksgood book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy S. 
F.Very good!

Burley tobacco revolutionized the industry in east Tennessee and western North Carolina. What started from two 
farmers planting white burley in Greeneville ignited an agricultural revolution and significantly changed crops, 
production and quality. Burley transformed the tobacco industry with new cultivation techniques and a shift from dark 
and flue-cured tobacco. By the 1990s, burley tobacco production in the region had drastically declined, and it is a 
tradition that few local farmers still practice. Agricultural experts Billy Yeargin and Christopher Bickers take a 
nostalgic look at the historic rise of burley tobacco and its gradual decline.

About the AuthorBilly Yeargin is the author of North Carolina Tobacco and Remembering North Carolina Tobacco. 
During his career in the tobacco industry, he has held various leadership positions in tobacco growersrsquo; and sweet 
potato growersrsquo; organizations. He is a member of the board of directors for the North Carolina State Capital 
Preservation Society and the Duke Homestead Education and History Corporation. Yeargin is currently a history 
lecturer at Duke University and other educational institutions.Christopher Bickers is a seasoned journalist who has 
dedicated much of his career to documenting agriculture. His work has been published in various agricultural 
magazines including Southeast Farm Press, Progressive Farmer and Tobacco International and he is co-author of an 
article in Journalism Quarterly. Bickers is also the writer and publisher of the Tobacco Farmer Newsletter. 


